and Zofia Sapieżanka. He was a castellan, the mayor of Vitebsk, a writer, an engraver and a bibliophile 5 . Undoubtedly, he was an extraordinary person. Kasper Niesiecki noted that " [...] he was the first to cast aside schismatical mistakes and reconcile with the Roman Church; he could not bear any schismatic in his possessions. He founded a castle and the palace of Biały Kowel. He possessed a clock, on the top of which death could be seen. Above it, there was a column which was a symbol of the wickedness of the world which turned around on each stroke of the hour" 6 . He also did not accept any money offered to him by the inhabitants of Smoleńsk after he gave his consent to conducting Greek services. In the vicinity of Smolany, he built a grand residency, which he named after the old ancestral abode, Biały Kowel. In Biały Kowel, he, as the fist in the family lineage, and a very well-educated man, gathered an immense library. Among the books worth mentioning was a collection of prayers ("hours") Many years later, a Jesuit and a professor of the Vilnius University, Andrzej Henszel vel Hąszel Morrski (1598-1649) mentioned the prayer book during a memorial speech dedicated to the deceased Szymon Samuel Sanguszko. He emphasized at the same time Sanguszko's neophytish zealousness and strong faith."He possessed indeed, among other spiritual books, a religious book which contained many various and beautiful prayers, which was printed on parchment in Paris in 1555. In this book he, with his own hand, wrote many services and prayers which he gave to his eldest son as the last will [...]"
8 .
In the sentiment that Szymon Samuel Sanguszko had for the mentioned book of prayers there was seen a historic process, a need for zealousness on the part of the followers of the new faith, as well as a need to gather their own religious books. Great significance was attached to the religious attitude of Szymon Samuel towards his progeny, whom he instilled Catholic faith 9 . Three out of all his children from the first marriage with Anna from the Zawiszas chose to serve God. His son Hieronim Władysław (1611-1657) became a priest, and gradually became Bishop of Smoleńsk. His two daughters followed their brother's steps: Halszka (Elżbieta, Anna) decided, around 1635, to enter a Benedictine convent in Vilnius, taking a monastic name Aurea. The other sister, Helena, entered a Barefoot Carmelite nunnery also in Vilnius, receiving a monastic name Eufraza of St. Kazimierz.
Monastic and church foundations as the token of special piety and concern for salvation
The praiseworthy successor of Szymon Samuel Sanguszko's actions, as well as the real creator the aristocratic fortune of the Sanguszkos was Paweł Karol Sanguszko (1689-1750). He was a Lithuanian court official responsible for the finances (podskarbi) and later Speaker of the Lithuanian Parliament 10 . On the basis of an agreement about the division of goods between him and his brother Kazimierz in 1700, Paweł received the following lands: Smolany, Połonne, Hawryłków and Janów in the province of Vitebsk, and numerous areas in Orsza.
His estate was enlarged after he came into an inheritance after his first wife Bronisława of the Pieniążkis and his brother death. Unfortunately, that led to a conflict with the family of his wife, after her death. Owing to his second marriage with Marianna (Maria Anna) of the Lubimirskis, Paweł Karol endeavoured to take over the entail of Ostróg. However, he entered into this marriage against the will of his wife's family, after her premature death in 1729, and the death of her brother Aleksander Dominik Lubomirski. Marianna of the Lubomirskis Sanguszko was dowered with the Zasławki duchy in Wołyń, and on the basis of contracts from 1710 and 1711 she received from her brother possession of Jakubowice and Kijów, the city of Lewartów in the province of Lublin, which in time became Lubartów, and possession of Ostrów and Ćmielów in the province of Sandomierz
11
. After the death of his brother-inlaw Lubomirski and Marianna, Paweł Karol administered the entail of Ostróg, which was afterwards passed on to his only son Janusz Aleksander Sanguszko, "a greatly uncertain heir", as recorded by his contemporary chroniclers 12 . Paweł Karol Sanguszko concluded with his son a final agreement on 12
th December, 1738, on the strength of which he passed the whole administration of the entail on to him. By way of compensation for the costs and effort devoted to the maintenance of the entail, the son renounced the ownership of Lewartów, Kijany, Jakubowce and Łąki (the Russian province), the whole province of Zasławszczyzna, the county of Tarnów and his Hungarian estate, to his father. By August III Sanguszko's consent, Janusz Aleksander renounced also the Czerkaski starosty to his son Janusz on 12 th March in 1739
13
. Paweł Karol Sanguszko made a considerable contribution to the foundation of numerous churches, monasteries and chapels. July in 1733 by the Bishop of Chełm, Jan Feliks Szaniawski. The Capuchins from Lublin initially took up their residence in a temporary hospice. They were formally introduced to the convent by the founder in 1733. In gratitude for the foundation, the monks put a portrait of Paweł Karol Sanguszko and his wife Marianna in their convent choir stalls. After her death, according to her will, Marianna's heart was placed in the convent library, and her body was buried in the family tomb of the Lubomirskis in the Barefoot Carmelite convent in Wiśnicz
17
. It is worth mentioning, that a hundred years later, the Capuchin convent in Lublin was closed down in the time of the January Rising [Powstanie Styczniowe]. Many monks were involved in the insurrection, including Wacałw Nowakowski, exiled later to Siberia, a friend of Father Rafał Kalinowski -a Barefoot Carmelite. In the second half of the 19 th century, Prince Roman Adam "Sybirak" Sanguszko, a grandson of the founder, carried out a renovation of the tombs of his ancestors, who were buried in the church crypt. In 1866, Adam Sanguszko brought a silver box with Marrianna's heart to the St. Dorothy's church in Sławuta, in Wołyń. A few years later, after the foundation in Lublin, Paweł Karol decided to found a church in his ancestral Lubartów. The foundation for the Capuchins in Lubartów took place between 1737 and 1741. In place of the former chapel built in 1721, the walls of the 23 The special care of Paweł Karol Sanguszko for the church and convent in Dubieńsk was apparently due to a feeling that he had for the prioress of the convent, Sister Agnieszka Głoskowska, who resided there between 1725 and 1728, and between 1734 and 1737. After the death of his second wife, Marianna of the Lubomirskis Sanguszko, he tried in Rome to exempt Sister Agnieszka Głoskowska from her vows. His attempt was disturbed by her death in 1741. Historians very often confused Agnieszka Gloskowska with her relative Paulina, who entered a Carmelite nunnery in 1727. On 6 th November, 1749, she was elected a prioress of the nunnery. She held these positions in years: 1749-1752, 1758-1761, 1761-1764. Franciszek Rawita Gawroński (Wołyniak) wrote in his study that Agnieszka Gloskowska was a prioress of the Carmelite nunnery in Dubieńsk twice, but it is unknown exactly when, therefore he could not have had an access to the cited above archives of the nunnery in Dubno. See. R. Marcinek, Sanguszko Paweł Karol, Polski Słownik Biograficzny, vol. 34/4, p. 499. 24 Archiwum Karmelitów Dubno, sygn. 4, p.7.
and his heirs. It was so in case of Zasław on the Horyń River in the diocese of Łódź. Paweł Karol is acknowledged to be a genuine benefactor of the convent and, so to speak, the second founder 26 . All the goods of Zasław were brought as a dowry by the second wife of Paweł Karol, Marianna.
The renovation of the church was launched by Sanguszko in 1727. A chapel was built beside it. There was placed a painting, famous for its blessings, which was kept, since the Cossack wars, in the Observant Convent in Rzeszów. The church was built in the baroque style, and inside it, there were placed ten highly artistic altars. In one of the side altars, there were put St. Valentine's relics brought form Rome in 1774, after the death of Paweł Karol. In the grand altar, there was placed an immense wooden cross, famous for its blessings . 26 The founder of the convent and ST. Michael's church was Prince Janusz Zasławski, voivode of Wołyńsk who is said to have been converted to Catholicism, along with his family, by an Observant Adam Miecznikowski. Observant monks accepted the foundation in the chapter house in 1604 which was approved by King Zygmunt III Waza in the Warsaw Sejm. The Zasławki order quickly became a strong convent centre, and in 1603 was elevated to the rank of "kustodia."After 1648 due to Cossack and Tatar wars, the convent fell in to ruin and became a residence of only few monks. The inheritors of the founder did not pay too much attention to the convent. The only one to revitalize it was Józef Karol Lubomirski, the Lithuanian Speaker, married to Teofilia Ludwika, the daughter of Władysław Dominik Zasławski and the later founder of the Carmelite convent in Dubieńsk. Por. 30 . Paweł Karol Sanguszko was also a benefactor of the Dominican church and convent in Raków in the province of Mińsk. Raków was included in the possessions of the Sanguszkos of the kowelski lineage as a dowry of Anna Zawiszanka, the first wife of Szymon Samuel Sanguszko in the first half of the 17 th century, and it proved to be the most significant ancestral seat, apart from Biały Kowel, Zasław and Dubno
.
The founders of rather small St. Jack's Dominican church and convent in Raków were Paweł Karol's parents, Hieronim Sanguszko and Konstancja Teodora of the Sapiechas, who leased the friars the Gieniewicze grange and yards in Mińsk in perpetuity 32 . The convent burnt down in 1742, and was rebuilt by Paweł Karol Sanguszko. In Raków, there was also an Orthodox Church of the Transfiguration, beside which, Kazimierz Antoni Sanguszko, the elder brother of a Speaker of the Lithuanian Parliament, founded a Basilian convent in 1702. He also endowed the monks with the village of Kuczynka (Kuczkuny) and 300 Polish zloty of the annual income. There was a shelter for the poor donated by Sanguszkos and Zajarskis 33 next to the Orthodox church. It was due to Paweł Karol and his second wife Marianna, that the old parish church in Cudnów, belonging to the entail of Ostróg, was renovated. Their son, Janusz Aleksander Sanguszko, donated not only the ground for the convent and a garden but also meadows (so called sianożęć) and the entail to the Observant monks. St. John Nepomucen's wooden convent and church were built thanks to donations made by various benefactors 34 . The last entailer of Ostróg, Janusz Aleksander Sanguszko, as well as his parents allotted considerable sums of money for religious purposes. Around 1755 he founded a Jesuit mission in Iliniec, in the province of Bracław, and for the Barefoot Carmelite church and convent in Wiśniowiec
35
, he donated one thousand Polish zloty to an altar of Miracle Virgin Mary [ołtarz Matki Bożej Cudownej] 36 . In 1751, Janusz Aleksander, after his father's death, renounced his share of home estate to the third wife of Paweł Karol, Barbara Sanguszko (of the Dunins) and foster siblings, securing his stepmother a living in the county of Tarnów
37
. After the heirless death of Janusz Aleksander on 13 th November, 1777, his foster brothers: Józef Paulin, Janusz Modest and Hieronim Janusz Sanguszko, the sons of Barbara of the Dunins, booked a mass for their deceased brother, and gave handouts "[...] for it is a beneficial thing to pray for the deceased to free them from sin as well as to fund masses in eight convents and to give 'uniwersał' to Prince Janusz Sanguszko, the Speaker of Lithuanian nation, and his eldest brother in the convent in Zasław"
38 . The vast majority of convents and churches were founded by Paweł Karol Sanguszko and his second wife Marianna of the Lubomirskis. Pawel's only son from this marriage, Janusz Aleksander continued with this support for the convents and churches
39
. Barbara of the Dunins Sanguszko (1718-1791), the third wife of Paweł Karol Sanguszko, an outstanding woman, a poet, translator, philanthropist and a bibliophile, was also thought to be a generous person with reference to church and convent foundations. 39 Paweł Karol Sanguszko died on 14 th April, 1750 in Zahajce in Wołyń. According to his last will he was buried in the Capuchin church in Lublin (which he himself founded). His heart was buried in the church in Lubartów. His sons from the third marriage, Janusz Modest and Hieronim Janusz founded there a neo-classical gravestone made of black marble with family crests: Pogoń of the Sanguszko and Łabędź of the Dunins. See. R. Marcinek, Sanguszko Paweł Karol, Polski Słownik Biograficzny, vol. 34/4, p. 499; Katalog zabytków sztuki w Polsce, vol. 8, E. Smulikowska, p. 30. In Lutomiersk (the province of Sieradzk) which she inherited from her mother, Barbara Sanguszko built a stone church, in place of a wooden parish church. After her husband's death she finished, in 1756, renovating St. John the Baptist's church in Zasław 40 . But still, her biggest enterprise was completing the construction of the Observant nunnery in Tarnów . Barbara of the Dunins Sanguszko was described by her contemporary diarist as very attentive to the reputation of her family, and owing to her stepmother Helena Potocka (a daughter of Jerzy and a granddaughter of Wacław Potocki), she became pious and generous to the monks, churches and the needy. She was, as it was said, a saint lady, who was "a frontrunner" among all the ladies in Warsaw in the times of Stanisław August 46 . She helped the poor and the needy. Barbara Sanguszko had never forgotten about financial aid for the churches and convents she founded. Owing to that a building for missionaries was built in Zasław. In Iliniec she gave the land for building an Orthodox church; in Żytowmierz she gave the Jesuits materials for building a church. What is more, she gave money to the Basilian monks in Zamość and the reformed Observant nuns in Jarosław. She died in Warsaw on 2 nd October, 1791. She was buried, as well as her husband, in the Capuchin church in Lublin, and her heart was buried in a Capuchin church, founded by her husband, in Lubatrów
47
. The foundation activity of the Princes of the House of Sanguszko in the turn of the 17 th and 18 th centurypresented in this paper does not depict the whole religious experience and people's faith who passed away. Among many outstanding personages the greatest were Szymon Samuel Sanguszko and his heirs, especially Paweł Karol Sanguszko, who played an important role in founding churches and convents. Such an expansive foundation activity of the Sanguszkos in their ancestral possessions, especially the borderlands, had its powerbase. The sources of which were, among others, the financial status, the positions held and indeed it was characteristic of the fall of the baroque epoch, 45 J.M. Marszalska, Elżbieta Drużbacka w kręgu mecenatu Barbary z Duninów Sanguszkowej. Epizod tarnowski, "Religioni et Litteris", 5/1994, p. 34-40. Currently, the portraits of the fouders can be fund in refectorium in the Benedictine monastery in Tarnów. 46 T. according to which one ought to take care of their eternal life by being helpful. This helpfulness boiled down to numerous foundations and philanthropic activity for the deprived. What is more, the founders secured for themselves, often after stormy lives, prayers for their souls in the convents and churches they donated, which also usually became the places of their burials. It is worth emphasizing that many of the Sanguszko family chose religious vocations as priests, monks or nuns. Undoubtedly, it was a manifestation of living faith and deep religious devotion of one of the most important families in the Republic of Poland and Latvia in the 17 th and 18 th century.
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